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STEVENSON

City of Stevenson Board of Adjustment

Girtle, Tax Lot 03-07-3-3-0119-00
Granting of Variance (VAR2023-01)
3-20-2023

Proposal

The Stevenson Board of Adjustment held a public hearing on March 1% and 20", 2023 to consider a
request from Derek and Glenna Girtle to vary the 48" maximum height standard for walls located in
the front setback (SMC 1738.060). The wall is located on Tax Lot 03-07-36-3-3-0119-00, 725 NW
Angel Heights Road. The proposal asks for approval of a wall with a maximum height of 80",

Findings of Fact:

1. The Board of Adjustment reviewed this application for a Variafce after a public hearing on
March 1%, 2022,
2. _The geological history of this property creates the following special circumstances:

a. Bedrock is shallow on this property and was encountered at an elevation higher above
the adjacent sidewalk than at similar lots elsewhere in the district and vicinity.

b." The property is not flat along its width. The slope of the adjacent sidewalk along the
front property line is greater than that of similar lots elsewhere in the district and
vicinity.

3. The proposal allows for a consistent front-yard elevation across the front property line and
a manageable slope between the retaining wall and the home’s foundation.

Conditions of Approval

1. Prior to final inspection of the project, the proponent shall record this variance approval
with the Skamania County Auditor. A copy of the recorded document shall be provided to
the City for its records.

Conclusions of Law

Based on these findings and conditions, the Board of Adjustment finds this proposal consistent with
all relevant criteria and grants this variance to SMC 17.38.060.:
a. The granting of the variance will not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent with
the limitations upon other properties in the vicinity and district in which the subject
property is situated;
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The strict application of the land use regulation is found to deprive subject property of
rights and privileges enjoyed by other property in the vicinity and under identical zoning
district classifications, because of special circumstances applicable to the subject property,
including size, shape, topography, location or surroundings;

The granting of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or
injurious to the property or improvements in the vicinity and zoning district in which
subject property is situated;

The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the purposes of the land use
regulatory code from which the variance is requested, and will not conflict with the goals
and policies of the comprehensive plan;

The hardship creating the need for a variance is not self-imposed and that the variance
requested is the minimum variance which will alleviate the hardship.
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