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' © SKAMANIA COUNTY
March 4, 1997 PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

* Oregon and Washington Bars

VIA FACSIMILE

CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Bradley W. Andersen, Esq.
Mr, Al McKee ’
Skamania County

P.0Q. Box 790

Courthouse Building
Stevenson, WA 98648

Reference: Notice of Tort Claim of Teri Russom-Hay
Againgt Skamania County

Dear Mr. Andersen and Mr. McKee:

On behalf‘of Teri Russom-Hay, this letter constitutes naotice
pursuant to Washington law of claims by Ms. Russom-Hay against
Skamania County and other unknown persons and/or agencies of
Skamania County arising out Such persons’ and entitites’
discriminatory treatment of Ms. Russom-Hay. She has resided at
all material times in Hood River, Oregon.
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The discriminatory treatment is based on Ms. Russom-Hay's
status as a “whistleblqwer”,relating to possible criminal acts
that she uncovered while working for Skamania County as its Parks
and Recreation Director. Such violation failure or failures
violated state and federal law protecting whistleblowers and
public employees”’ right of free speech.

The acts coﬁstitutiﬂg Ms. Russom-Hay’s Causes of action

began several years. ago and Culminated' in her termiﬁation

effective 5:00 pP-m. on Novémber 4, .1994. They conS§ist of, .

without limitation; retaliation for Ms. Russom-Hay’'s efforts to

inform members of ‘the county government of possible fraudulent

B conduct by_PhOen;x Reed. This was the second time that' Ms.

Russom-Hay had informed the County of questiorable behavior by -
- another county empicyee, and the second time that she Suffered as

a result. Moredver, our investigation revealed that Ms. Russom-

Hay may have been terminated at least in part for not living in

Skamania County, in addition to the whistleblower/free speech
issue. :
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Despite requests, we do not know wh
Hay or decided to do B0. However,

O terminated Ms. Russom-
directors.

We suspect it was the beard of

Please consider this letter a_.demand for compensation- for
damages suffered by Teri Russom-Hay ag a result, of the Statutory
and constitutional violici

i +_4as well ag related
tort claims, including emotional and mental distress, punitive

damages and attorney fees. wWe believe Ms. Russom-Hay’s econcmic
damages to date are at least

$15,000.00. These damages increase
every day, - .

Correspondence concerning this claim should be directed to
counsel at the address set ou

t above.
fd
Sincerely,
SMITH, FJELSTAD & AMATO

oo Eric J. Fjelstad .

STATE OF OREGON )

) ss.
County of Multnomalh }

I hereby verify that the foregoing is true and accurate to
our present knowledge.

b8 A
Lisa Al Amato . = ——

Of Attorneys for Ms. Russom-Hay

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to beforé me this Sth day -of Maréh,

o | ) R - .

) ) M - o a aaa
Y T
L IR P



