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FORM OF ClAIM FOR DAMAGES

TO THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISS[OVERS of Skamania Coanty. Wnshmgton

7 PLEASE TA:{E '\'OTlCh that in accordance with Chapter 36.45 of the Reused
Code of Washmgton.’ p&’NN‘OL QO§CC\ < BO\N\QL Gulu&(g?.\) .

hereby present you with my claim for damages agsinst the County of Skamania, State

of Washington. with the informalioh required to be given by RCW 36.45.020 as follows:

1. That tbe mjury for which 1 claim darrﬁ against the County of Sk;mnh.,_State
of Washington, occurred on or about the

2. That the plice of injury was (bu&""\.‘ Covrt heose

S dayofﬂouebvggf‘

3. That the Iocatlon Y descnptlon of the defect whnch caused the injury are
Judae's \fusl\c{' aa . Cavt Thak COuO\j had”
L‘*‘Dmf‘(‘j C_GNAUQ‘Q(’Q TO\'K ’?O:LQ 0:“ LQ\'OL
WE qogé Gt puechased DIQG/‘EC_\H
4. That the i injury is dacnbed as follows: QS es ot Q‘(: co UU‘!\)S
weq\.\c\qb—'cp el "\q\;ﬁ ‘1\0\5"‘% M ur Tlc;ksquéS
ol detst Bor Lo L+ selllomeart Ceeg s prestrve s
5. That the amount of damages claimed is as follows Trakli e ’ﬂw?mprij ’
Legal Cees 36000 Sobmet cesly Fescoo
6. ’I'hat the actual residence of the chumantrat the time of presenting and filing
t.hwélumn ZQ L (DAé\OJ\J Gxguu P(!
_ e \/QUQH (00 A V(ALY
That the actual tesldence of the claimant for a period of six months lmmedmtely
prwrwlbeumethatthlsdnunlccmedwas So.me -

- 7':

DATED: __ '\ 2 %«Euﬁ-

NOTE: Persoral Property (Car. uc)dammmwbewmdbymwedmm Additionsl
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TI-.ursda;:..August 11, 1994
T To: C?nmanxa County CommigSoners ' :
fe' support of claim fo; damagec as lesult of menoper tax dead

After many years of tryxng to obtaxn dxrectlr with no success, Anna
Fiasca and Daniel Gundersen purchased land adijoining-the
Gundersen/St .Martin Family homestead in Hoiie Valley at -a county tax
sale in January 1993.Uée were given a deed.stating the county had done
everything according to state law and we took possession.We built a
road to access a small cabin we have on the adjoining land and got a ’
. Federal grant to begin improving the cenditien of the land which had
been clear cut and serlously micused by a previous logger/owner .We had
a profe351ona1 forester 's plan.drawun up and submitted to the

-acssessor’s office Since 1 am underemployed, the grant veprecents income
and a job to me’

Some” month° later we found ocut the county Was. bexng taken to court by
a previous owner who clalmed he had not been notified of the tax
‘sale.(He had in the past made up back taxes to avoid tax
forerlosuve. )He thought the county would defend itself and
us . Hcewever Mr. Lelck waz not rveally concerned.In fact he told the
defendants’ attorney he didn't really care what happened and did not
seem interested in maklng a caseg for the. county or us . { It is s matter
"of court record to that effect.) Since he wasn’t showing up in court .
for the proceedings,the other party’s lawyer suggested Wwe find someone
to be our advocate since the prosecuter wasn't helping. We contacted
. Mr .Udall who clearly felt it would be the obligation of the céunty to
pay for costs connected with defending its actions .Mr.udall filled in
- for Mr.lLeick at all the court proceedings while he was away on

vacation or business.Mr. Leick did make one appearance in court out of
the =ix or seven mandated.

In late. August of. 1act veary the Jjudge determined- the county to be dt
fault and ordevred an of ficial motion Lo that effect to be instated
November 12,1993. Such action would injure us even-more since this
land iz so integral to our Homeatead and future.plans.It represents
3mplo,ment and inceme to us and is aomtthxng we're deeply committed to
vestoring and improving for our ¢hildren and their families.So we -

. auled if the county wouldn't appeal the decicion.Again,Mr .Leick,who
was prepaving for retxrement was luke-warm at best.Feeling like there
was no one tc turn to for suppoert,we found another attorney in Tacoma
who handled appeals 1egu1a|1y Aftev reviewing the case,he thought it &
real gamble to over-turn the verdict and thought the thouaands of
dollavs necessary te fight might be better spent in pursuing the

scounty. to pay for damage” and negotiating a settlement with the people
Lyr7ing to get the tax sale set aside.We did finally reach an agyeement

with the investors,who live in Olympia,to pay an addztlonal $25, 000
and they would rescind their® actxon,

The coszt ory damage 1o uz fiom Lhe tount/ -azs kc lo oonslde:ablc and
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on the Furchase  fogether Wwith the legal fees so far
almost $36,000.This would of course be covered Lhiou
onission: insurance Lhe Counly carries 30 Lhe
- lose out.But there would Le logs of a more Sei lous nature if the ’
county didn't finally cone to the support of its residents and pay the
claim.The judge deLermined the county made a mistake.It would only
-aggrvate the wound if jt didn’'t try to neal and make it right for
those affected, ,

it amounts to
Itibhe Errors and
county dlself would not

‘What -is best for the county is what is best for who
individual citizens.Pleas

& support our claim.

the county is: jts
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 Grantor:

1.

Grantee: - . - y Parcel:

SKAMANIA COUNTY . ' GUNDERSEN, DANIEL ETAL . 03-08-22-3-0~0700-00
. 19141 ‘ : - e i .

SKAMANIA COUNTY | FIASCA, ANNA ETAL
C e 19142 "

I e

03-08-22-3-0-0700-00
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FORM OF CLAIM FOR DAMAGES

7 TO ’I‘HE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS of Skamama County. Washmgton

- PLEA“E TAKF NOTICE that in accordance with Chapter. 36.45 of the Revnsed 7

:.'Code of Washmgton I ANMQ C‘a‘gc‘:\ '4’ B O\N‘Q L GUN&(S’? o)

hereby present you ‘with' my claim for damages agamst the County of Skamama Stabe

of Waslungton with t,he mformatxon requxred to be ngen bv RCW 36.45.020 as follows:

- L That- the injury for which 1 claim damgﬁ: against the Count,y of Skamama State 7
¥ ~':of Washmgton. occurred on or about the (3 day of A)O‘Je*-'e er—

] 19 1O 0& S
o 2 That the place of i injury was (\AUNA\\—- CDUT:t KO\SK

: 3. That the location a descnptxon of the defect ‘which caused  the xn;ury are

| 'Guacle}/g’ Jar ek g Cauct ‘ﬁ\‘% CowOH had
Mm(‘(ﬁ Coméud%eQ T8 SBlal ot Lo <L

__we i, Qoob Q‘Jﬂ\ D\JFCJ\OSQAMF\H

4 That the i m;ury :sdescnbedasfollows GL% ies @kt QQ‘ co UU“"—»S

NQC}L\C\QHQO we have MB“*E (MC o ﬂougqp}as

5( 30“0&3 cﬂ é}ckf Qor Ls:.quq. St’“lohmﬁ Cee@'f& Werveow‘

- C\‘d‘f‘ "ﬂm?metrf

S T That the amount ¢ dam&gesclmmed is'as follows:

lCao.L C{eq 3600 Qa‘ﬁ?oMedt el ° Zs_ppe |

6. That the actual residence of the claunants-at the time of prwentihgjand ﬁhng
i’fthwcimmna 2O L (D\Aé\ou\.a Cabin (E(; i '
. i—bm«z \_/O.HQM. LA.}‘P\ K6 L(?

: Thnt the actual resndence of the claimant for a period of six months unmedntaly
,;prwrtothenmethatthmdanmmuedwas gc\f"\e ' '
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',iThurr?g;dary. August 11, 1994

To:r Skamanig County Commiss onors

Yol cupport of claim for damages ac rezult of impyoper'tax;daed

After many yecars of trying to cbtain directly with rno Success,fnna .
'Fiasca’andrﬁanivl Gunderser puvchasced land adjoining the -
Gundersens/st Martin Family homestead in Hoeme Vatloy ar a county tax
sale in January 1993 . Ue were given a dsed Stating the county had done
everything accovding to state law sl we Look posienzion. lic built 4
road to access 4 small cabin we have on Lhe adjoining land and got 5

S - Federal orant te begin Improving the condition of the land which had.

been ¢lear cut and seriously misused by & previous logger/owner e had

a professional-forestev‘s plan draun up and submitted to the

assessor’s office.Since I am undéremployed.the,grantrrepresents income .
and a job to me. ‘ T : ' i

~. _Some months later we found out {he county was being taken to court by-

'8 previous owner who claimed ha had not been notified of the
sale.(He had in the past made ub back taxes te avoid tax
foreclosure . e thought the county would defend dtself and
us However Mr . Leieck wae not veally concerned.in fact he told the

Lax

~defendanls’ attorney he didn't really care what "happened and did not.
S seem interestad in making a4 case for the county or us. (It is a matter

of court record teo that effcct | ) Since he wasp’L showing up in court

for the proceedings.the other party’s lawver sUggested we find someone
te be our advocate since the Prosecutor wasn’t helping. e c¢ontacted

Mr.Udall who clearly felt it would'beTthehobligation’of the county to
‘Pay for costs connected with defonding its actions.Mr .udall filled in
for Mr.teick at al} the court proceedinas while he was away on i .
vacation or business Mr. Leick did make one appearance in court out of

% the six or seven mandated.

In late August of last veav the Jdudge determined the county to be at
fault and ovdered an official motion to that effect to be instated
November 12,1993, Such action would injure us even more since this
-land is ‘so integral to our. homestead and future plans.Tt represents

~employment and income to us and is something We’'re deeply committed to

-Yestoring and improving for our children and their families {So6 we

“asked if the county Wwouldn’t appeal the decision._Again,Mr.Leick,uho

Preparing for Yebtirement ,was luke—wafm_ap best;Feeling like there
Was no one to'-turn to for support,we fouhd another attorney in Tacoma
who handled appeals regularly After reviewing the case,hea thought it a-
rsal gaimble to over -turn the verdict and thought the thousznds of
déllars necéssary to fight diight be batter spent - in PUTSUing the
“eounty to pay for damages and negotiating a settlement with the people
trying to get the tax sale set aside.We did finally reach aTi "agreement

:_:Hith the investors,who live in Qlympia,.to pay an additional $25,600
;;gnd'theyhaould rescind theirractiqp. : o o

The cost or damage to us from the county’s mistake is considerabls and

liifepresentsfmoney ye'doh’t"héve'andfnever censidared 4 having to spend




O the surchase Tocrtheir Uith the Yegal feer So far (it SNt Lo
Almast 130,000.{hia vl of COumYse be coveyed through tha CEEOrs diaed
emizcions, Fnsurance the county ey jes SO VYhe county dlecdf vould not

lose out LBut Lhere would b loss of 4 ore sayious Bature if e
~eounty didntt fi nally come to the wupport 6fl it rosidedt < and Pay he
claim. The Judase At ervmi ned Lhe_cbhnyy made a mistabe . 1i vould oOnly
Aggravate the wound ifoit didn‘tlgry to heal Ay make dt
those-aftect i, -

ciaht for

CWhat s beast- for the county iz what is beot for who the county i jio
Andividual citizen%.ﬁleasp-supbort ouy claim,




