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' SKAMANIA COUNTY TITLE COMPANY
L Stevenson,
B Washinqton 98648

| Attn: Jim COpeland

-

Re: - Lot 19, Block 5 Town of Cooks Skanania County, Hashmqton
Dear Jin' ' o '

This tollows our. talephone conversation of last week 1n which I

promised to furthor research whether the April 23rd, 1938 County
Treasurer's Deed was valid despite the  lack of the Treasurer's'
signature. As you will recall, that foreclosure sale was otherwise
duly executed except that the then Skamania COunty Treasurer,
Martha L. Keith, failed to sign the County Treasurer's Deed. The
.,question becomes whether or not that deed is valid?

" In my research, I found a very old Hashington Suprcu Cmu't case,
Exance v, Deep River Loaging Co., 79 Wash: 336 (1914).in which this
very issue was decided. In that case, the Washington Supreme Court -
held that the grantee's tax title should not bs held void simply -
©~ . because of the absence of the subscription of the troasuror's name

- "at tho foot of the deed: o _

"Execution of .the deed .was duly acknowledged by~ the
County Treasurer, as - evidenced by certificate .under
official seal, endorsed thereon in usual form, by an -
_officer authorizod to take acknowledgments. In view of -
the fact that this deed is but the culmination of the tax
foreclosure upon.which it rests, that such foreclosure -

’ appears in all respects regular, that the treasurer

N ~ acknowledged it's execution before an officer authorized

‘to take acknowledgements, thiat his name appears in the

-7 . granting clause as the grantor - -and the fact that ths

execution of the deed was nothinq moOre than a -inistcrialﬂ
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act which respondents were entitled to have the treasurer
perform, we are of the opinion that the respondent's tax -
title should not be held void because of the absence of
the subscription of the treasurer's name at the foot of
the deed". 1IQ ¢ p. 347. .

'~ Based on that case, it appcpra‘that,thé 1938 deed is valid. The
title company should therefore quote Mrs. Hunt a fee insuring title
Vtohhor grantee. - o ' .

Short of this; the only alternative is for ﬁré./nunt te bring a
" quiet title action in the Skamania County Superior Court. The

County cannot grant her a. dead.
I hope this answers some of your questions.

Very truly yours,

Skamania County ,
- Prosecuting Attorney
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