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PREPARED BY: Devry A Bell, PE
Bell Design Company

DATE: August 20, 1999
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Short Plat. Deveh.per —~ Russ Gaynor 'P.O, Box 1176, White Salmon, WA
98672

Introduction

On Wednesday, June 11, 1999, at'the request of Russell Gaynor, Bell Design Compeny
performed a visaal site inspestion of a 20,00-acre land parcel described as the proposed
Cottoriwoud Groves Short Plat. The ovner miends 1 divide the parcel into four lots, Access to
the parcel i§ from Skamania County's Bruning Road. The purpose of the site inspection was to
record any potential geological problems on the parce! which 1y be cauced due to its Jose
proximitys the recent iandslide arca kevwn @s the Maple Hill I andslide near Maple Hill Tracts
Subdivision. This parcel is located approximately 1400 feet sonth of the Mapic Hill Landslide.
No indication of land slippage or movement was visible at this propeity at the time of this report.
The Maple Hill Lazdslide geotechnica! Repoi prepared by Squire Associates and dated February
25, 1999 was used for consideration of landmovement potentials Sonceming this propoaed land
division.

Parcef Description

The irreqular shaped parce), with dimensions #pprozimately 1360 feet by 600 fuer, and lies with

us long Tength ninning east and west. Tho =i slop~s downward towards the south with

uridulating termain. Isolated basins ard Lnolls are present. The s6ils are varizd with mixtures of

silts, gravels and boulders {d - «1t landstide masses -Squire;, “Ihe general terrain is consistent
. with other lot | aress pronie - zncient mudflows snd landslides. “The parcel 4as bren logged

approximately 11 years ago but has already reestsblished much new vegetation and young
i replanted timber,

‘ The parcet as proposed wili be divided into four new lots. Lot 1 is 4.00 acres, Lot 2 is 2.00 acws,
, Lot 3 is 6.00 acres and Lot 4 i5 8.00 a acros. | TPE gﬂrz&gﬁg ghomlai is accessed along the east by
; Bingan, WA s8€05
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Fern Meadow Road. The existing private roadway (Quail Run Read) serving the new proposed
parcels numbered 2, 2, and 4 is a gravel surfaced road that begins .+ Fern Meadow Road and
traverses along the south edge of the parce! and ends in a small hammerh.2d, A new private road
has bezn eanstructed along the east side of lot 3 of this proposed subdivision,

No specit’z building sites locations are required for this propcsed shortplat; however, the
Southwest Heath district has designated drainficld locations for each lot. The locations of the
drainfields are shown on the plat, Each proposed lot has adequate space for several potential
building sites. It is recommended that building sites be located upon high ground as oppose.. 10
low draws or water collecting basins. The Squire report does not indicate that these lands are
within the debris fiow path of landslides from the Maple Hill Slide Area, However, the report
does show this area as being within an ancient landslide debris flow path. ‘The report does not
indicate that any imminent danger is present at these sites, The creation of the proposed lots will
not create more of a hazard to future landowners than exists to existing landowner within the
same area.

Driveways and building sites should constructed and surfaced to prevent runoff erosion. All lot
sizes are adequate and soil conditions do not appear to present potential drainfield adverse
effects. No visible sign of slippage. soil tension cracks, or unusual settlement can be seen on, or
around, the buildable areas,

Conclsions

Based on review of the surface of the parcel and its adjacent properties, there is no reason o
believe that it is in any more danger from abnormal or untimely geological and geotechnical
failure than any other brildable site located within Skamania County. No adverse impacts are
expected due to drainage systems or drainfields; In the opinion of Bell Design Corpany the
current 20.00 acre site is suitable for the creation of four new lots as proposed. Each new lot will
be suitable for placement of a modular or conventional home with no additional risk of
landslides, or additiona} risk to the safiéguard of life, limb, health, property, or public welfare,
providing tie following recommendations are utilized.

Recommendstions

21is recommended that normal manufaetired home and conventional fzsidential home placement
piocedures be foliowed, It should be noted that no building or foundation should be placed on
any vor engineered noncompacted fill, Al foundation systems. should be placed so that ail
btilding and Tive loais are dirested to native sails. It is recommended that 211 drainage of surface
water be directed away from the building sites by the use of surface ditches or underground
drainpipes. Drainage pipes for gutters should be installed and dirested away from new structures.
Proper drainage ditckes along roadways should be considered to prevent erosion. All earth fills
for roads and structures should have their slopes planted with vegetation suitable for the
reduction of erosion. It is further recommended that additional geotechnical evaluations be made
to each proposed lot by 1 qualified Washington State Licensed Engineer prior to construction of
permanent facifities.

I imitations

Eeli Design Company makes these recommendations based solely on evidence as seen-in the
visual inspe:tior, of the premises on the date stated above, No other information, data, soil
borings, slope indicator reports, slippage moniters, density tests, or any other test was performed
by Bell Design Company in order to produce this memorandum, Bell Design Company can not
and does niot guarentee that this parcel will never experience slope instability caused by natural
catastrophes. No warranty, express br implied, should be understosd,
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